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Speaker 1: 9:30 - 10:20

‘Sanctification through Mary’

- Kay Tabata, HAPP
St. Ignatius Church, Tokyo, Japan
https://allheartsafire.org/

What is it that you desire the most in life? Is it a bigger house, a higher learning, more earnings? Probably
some of us are aspiring for good health or a happier relationship. There's nothing wrong with wanting
these things, as long as they don’t lead us away from the very purpose for which we are all created, "for
where your treasure is, there your heart will be." (Mt 6:21)

This question has puzzled people for years including myself - What is the purpose of our life? Do
we know and understand why we were placed here on earth? If you have already figured this out, God
bless your soul. As for me, I'm still a work in progress. To help us ponder this question, let me share certain
teachings of St. Ignatius’ First Principle and Foundation:

“Man is created to praise, revere, and serve God our Lord, and by this means to save his soul. The
other things on the face of the earth are created for man to help him in attaining the end for which he
is created."

Likewise, In Genesis 1:27, God created us in His own image and likeness. Naturally, the Lord is longing that
we imitate the life of His Son, Jesus, thus, we should strive to make this our sole mission here on earth.
For holiness is the necessary measure of ordinary Christian life and is the only way of achieving eternal
communion with God, through a life of prayer and total submission to God’s Will. Among all God's creation,
who is the only one who does the will of God perfectly? The Blessed Virgin Mary, The Immaculata.
Mary's fiat perfectly models for us how our soul might be a "handservant of the Lord", that in
order to live in holy obedience to God means not relying on our own merits. In doing God's will, we need
the Immaculata's help, making our sanctity easy. To entrust everything to our Blessed Mother to obtain it
for us, is the key to holiness!
A True Devotion to Mary is the surest, easiest, and the most perfect means to becoming a saint, there is
no better way!

1. My life without Mary 2. My life With Mary 3. The Great Marian Saints 4. The Rosary 5. Marian
Consecration

About Kay Tabata, HAPP
She is a volunteer from St. Ignatius Church, Tokyo. She is also a member of HAPP.
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Speaker 2: 10:50 - 11:40

‘Our Lady’s Role and Requests’
- Fr. Francis McKay SSC
Society of -St Columban, Kumamoto, Japan

The presentation is about the Church's understanding of Our Lady' role as Mediatrix of all graces
and as Our Blessed Mother. Then Fr. McKay will present the requests Our Blessed Mother has
made over the last 200 years.

Our Lady's Role in the theology of St John the Apostle
Her role as mediatrix of all graces

Mary's relationship with the Holy Spirit

Our Lady's role as Mother

A brief look at her requests over the last 200 years

M

About Fr. Francis McKay SSC

Ordained in Melbourne Australia (20th May 1972).

Arrived in Japan (3rd Sept 1973).

49 years of pastoral experience in Japan.

One year of study in Australia (Spirituality and Missiology).

| have also given many retreats in Japan and overseas (Korea, Bangladesh, Russia, Lithuania).
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Speaker 3: 14:20 - 15:10

‘Meditation on the Icon of Our Lady of Mercy (Eleousa)’
~ When the gaze of God meets the gaze of man ~
- Sr. Luca Ritsuko Oka, SFMI
President

Franciscan Sisters of Militia Immaculata (SFMI)
https://konagaiseibonokisi.com/
https://pami-japan1208.amebaownd.com/

The icon of Our Lady of Mercy makes us contemplate: the merciful gaze of the Child on his Mother
anticipates the merciful gaze of the Mother on her Child. It’s the merciful gaze of God on his
creation, especially man.

About Sr. Luca Ritsuko Oka, SFMI
President of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Immaculate Virgin (SFMI)

Doctorate in Theology with specialization of Mariology, in 2006, at Pontificia Facolta Teologica
«Marianum» (Rome).

Teaching Mariology at the Major Seminary of Japan.
Giving lectures and writing articles of Mariology in various surroundings.
Offering the “Mariology Online Course”.

Ordinary member (Socios ordinarios) of “Pontificia Academia Mariana Internationalis” -
(Pontifical Marian International Academy, PAMI, Roma).

Member of the Asia Oceanian Mariological Conference (AOMC).

Member of the Japanese Theologian Society.
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Speaker 4: 15:40 - 16:30

‘Proposals for a New Inculturated Mariology’
- Fr. Stefano Cecchin, OFM
President
Pontificia Academia Mariana Internationalis, Vatican City
www.pami.info

The Pontifical International Marian Academy is proposing a new dimension for the future of
Mariology as a path of peace among cultures. This talk will present the main lines that could be
followed to generate a Mariology that is capable of dialogue, with Mary as our common home,
where we are all brothers and sisters.

About Fr. Stefano Cecchin, OFM

He is an Italian Franciscan Friar. Doctor in Mariology at the Pontifical Theological Faculty
Marianum (Rome); Doctor Honoris causa in philosophy of religion on the Catholic University of
Venezuela. Since 1999 he has taught Mariology and History of Mariology at the 'Chair of
Mariological Studies Blessed John Duns Scotus' of the Pontifical University Antonianum in Rome.
Since 1996 he has been Secretary, and since 2017 was appointed by Pope Francis to be president
of the ‘Pontifical International Marian Academy’, with the task of coordinating all the Mariological
Studies in the world. He is interested in cultural dialogue (Asia, America, Africa) and interreligious
dialogue (especially with Islam). He deals with ecology, justice and peace, integral well-being and
rights of the human person.

He participates in international congress and dedicates himself to conferences, study days, and
online training courses. He is president of the "Franciscan Marian Commission" (CMF); President
and co-founder of the "Cristian Muslim Marian Commission" (CMMC); Founder of the
“International Observatory on Apparitions and Mystical Phenomena” (OISA), Co-founder of the
chair “Mary, the way of peace between cultures”; Organizer of the "Marian Observers" with the
Pontifical Commission for Latin America. His latest book is: La Madre del Signore nel pensiero
francescano. Introduzione, cronistoria, biobibliografia per lo studio della mariologia francescana
[The Mother of the Lord in Franciscan thought. Introduction, history, biobibliography for the study
of Franciscan Mariology] - Vatican City 2021.
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Speaker 5: 17:00 - 17:50

‘My Journey with the Legion of Mary from Congo to Japan’

- Fr. Honore Kabundi, CICM

Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (CICM), Tokyo, Japan
facebook.com/kabundi.honore
https://www.cicm-mission.org/

What is the Legion of Mary? How did | get to know it? How did it start in Japan? What devotion
do | promote in the Legion of Mary as Spiritual Director?

About Fr. Honore Kabundi, CICM

A CICM (Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary {%:[>%3) missionary religious priest from
the DR Congo.

Former Provincial Secretary of the CICM ASIA Province.

Spiritual Director of Legion of Mary, Tokyo since 2011.

Auxiliary Priest at the American Military Air-Base.

Holder of Master's in Theology and currently Doctoral researcher at Sophia University and Oriens
Institute for Religious Research.

Is a lecturer in his free time.
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Speaker 6: 18:20 - 19:10

‘The Theological Shape of the Holy Rosary - a Dominican viewpoint’

- Fr. Lawrence Lew OP
Dominicans, UK
www.rosaryshrine.co.uk

The Rosary is a concise exposition of the central mysteries of salvation, expressed through the
Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary, as traditionally preached by the
Dominican Order. This talk will show the theological heart of the Rosary which should inform our
preaching of the Gospel, and relate it to Dominican spirituality and history, specifically in
combatting dualistic heresies. It will also speak about the Rosary Confraternity as a participation
in this work of preaching the Rosary.

About Fr. Lawrence Lew OP

Fr Lawrence Lew OP is the Dominican Order's Promoter General for the Holy Rosary. His task is to
help the Order in preaching and praying the Rosary globally, and to promote the work of the
Rosary Confraternity.

He is Prior of St Dominic's Priory in London, Rector of the Rosary Shrine in London, and has taught
Mariology and Apologetics in Blackfriars Oxford.

He is also a renowned photographer of sacred art and is the author of 'Mysteries Made Visible:
Praying the Rosary with Sacred Art' (London: CTS, 2021).
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