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DAY 1 - SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23RD, 2024

FR. ROBERT SPITZER, SJ, USA
MAGISCENTER.COM
Magis Center of Reason and Faith

PRESENTATION TITLE
‘THE FOUR LEVELS OF HAPPINESS'

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

Father Spitzer will address the four levels of happiness that have been the subject of philosophical and psy-
chological discussions throughout 2,400 years — from the time of Aristotle to the present. Literally, dozens
of the world’s greatest thinkers believed that our definition of “happiness” influences so much of our lives —
the friends, careers, principles, values, ideals, and just about every other pursuit we choose.

If we define “happiness” well, we can have a most efficacious, contributive, transcendent, fulfilling, princi-
pled, and yes — happy life. If we do not choose well, we can easily underlive our lives, underestimate our
dignity, undervalue our transcendent nature; and as a result, find ourselves quite unhappy.

Father Spitzer’s objective is to give an incisive summary of how to choose well — the subject matter of his
many books on the subject.

KEY ELEMENTS OF THE PRESENTATION

1. What is “happiness?”

2. The four levels of happiness described by great thinkers throughout the centuries

3. What is the secret to true happiness, according to these thinkers?

4. What are the false paths that seem to lead to happiness, but eventually, greatly disappoint.
5. How do we live our lives for optimal efficaciousness, self-transcendence, and happiness.
ACTIVITY PROFILE

Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D. is President of the Magis Center of Reason and Faith (magiscenter.com) and
also the Napa Institute (napa-institute.org). He was President of Gonzaga University from 1998 to 2009,
where he increased the student body by 75%, oversaw the construction of 20 new facilities, and raised
$200+ million for scholarships and buildings. He is the author of eighteen books, including the award-win-
ning New Proofs for the Existence of God, and most recently, Science at the Doorstep to God and Science,
Reason, and Faith: Discovering the Bible. He has also authored many scholarly articles on faith and science,
metaphysics, and happiness and ethics.

Father Spitzer has his own weekly EWTN television show called Father Spitzer’s Universe. He has appeared
on the Larry King Show (in discussion with Stephen Hawking and Deepak Chopra), the History Channel,
the Today Show, and a PBS series. He started seven institutes dedicated to faith and reason as well as Ca-
tholicism and culture. He was a professor at Georgetown University, Seattle University, and Gonzaga Uni-
versity and was awarded the teaching medal at both Georgetown University and Seattle University. He has
held two major academic chairs—the Frank Shrontz Endowed Chair in Professional Ethics (Seattle Univer-
sity) and the John L. Aram Chair of Business Ethics (Gonzaga University), and has won multiple academic
and professional awards, including honorary doctorates, the De Smet Medal (Gonzaga University’s highest
award), and the Aquinas Medal (for Catholic philosophical scholarship).
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MAKOTO YAMADA
Seibo Japan
https://www.seibojapan.or.jp/

PRESENTATION TITLE:
‘CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL IMPACT ON SOCIAL BUSINESS’

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

ACTIVITY PROFILE
Makoto Yamada

+2015
+2017
+2017
+2017
2018
2020

2022

Graduated from Sophia University, Department of English Literature.
Graduated from Sophia University, Department of Theology.

Joined the British company, Mobell as an inbound sales representative.

NPO Seibo is created by the chairman

Launch of donation-based coffee site: Warm Hearts Coffee Club.

Assisting Catholic schools and Malawi through inquiry-based learning,
Developing online courses to learn about social business.

Recevied the Social Contribution Award from the Spcial Contribution Support

Foundation.

<2024

Malawi-grown coffee wins Social Products Award.
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Father Gaetano Compri SDB
(Salesians of Don Bosco, Chofu, Japan)

“THIS IS THE SHROUD OF TURIN.’
https://sindon-jp.com

PRESENTATION TITLE:
‘THE LOVE BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE AND BETWEEN PARENTS AND
CHILDREN IS ETERNAL

ACTIVITY PROFILE

Born in Verona, Italy in 1930, he came to Japan in 1955 and became a priest in the Catholic Church in
1958. He was active in the fields of social welfare and education for a long time in Japan, placing particular
emphasis on moral and ethical education. For 16 years he served as principal at Salesian Junior and Senior
High School.

Since encountering the Shroud in Turin in 1950 as a university student, he has continued to research the
Shroud, writing books and DVDs, actively traveling around the country giving lectures, disseminating cor-
rect knowledge of the Shroud and the Bible, and spreading the word about the Shroud and the Bible. He is
said to be the leading researcher on the Shroud.

From 2000 to 2020, he worked at the Cimatti Archive of the Salesian Theological Seminary in Chofu, To-
kyo, and is still cooperating with its beatification campaign.
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Dr. Takeshi Hasuda
Director, Jikei Hospital - Kumamoto Japan
https://jikei-hp.or.jp/

PRESENTATION TITLE:
‘Helping Mothers and Children in Critical Situations - Jikei Hospital’

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

In Japan, there are 20 to 30 cases of newborn abandonment and murder each year. In order to prevent such
unfortunate situations, Jikei Hospital has been working on the “Stork’s Cradle” (commonly known as the
baby post) since 2007. In 2021, they also began accepting confidential births. Through these activities, they
have seen the image of pregnant women who are isolated from their families. Many of them also have char-
acteristics of developmental disorders. There is an atmosphere in society that expects women who become
pregnant unexpectedly to take responsibility for themselves, but isn’t that cruel in situations where they are
not blessed with a supportive family and the women themselves do not have sufficient abilities? We continue
our activities in the hope that the time will come when society as a whole will be able to help isolated moth-
ers and children.

ACTIVITY PROFILE

Born on 18th June 1966.

After graduating from Kyushu University School of Medicine in 1995, he entered the Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology at the same university.

After working at Kyushu University Hospital, the Kyushu Medical Center, Shimonoseki City Hospital, Fu-
kuoka City Hospital, and Miyazaki Prefectural Hospital, he started working at Jikei Hospital in 2002.

Since 2020, he has been the Chairman of the Board and Director of Jikei Hospital.

Qualifications
Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology Specialist, Japan Society of Pelvic Floor Medicine Specialist.
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FR. JEAN-RODOLPHE KARS

(PARAY-LE-MONIAL, FRANCE)
HTTPS://EMMANUEL.INFO/EN/

PRESENTATION TITLE:
‘The Heart of Jesus. The three big Apparitions of our Lord to Saint Margaret Mary, 350
years ago’

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

ACTIVITY PROFILE
Jean-Rodolphe Kars (born 1947) is an Indian-born French pianist of Austrian Jewish origin, who became a
Catholic priest of the Catholic Emmanuel Community.

At the age of 19, Jean-Rodolphe Kars took part in the second Leeds Piano Competition (1966). Kars received
the fourth prize.

Kars’ London debut was in 1967; in 1968 he was awarded first prize in the Olivier Messiaen piano competi-
tion.

Kars’ upbringing had been that of a secular Jew; in 1976, however, he converted to Catholicism and was
baptised at Sacré-Cceur, Paris, in 1977. In 1980, he joined a Catholic association of the faithful (the Emman-
uel Community). In 1981, he ended his official career as concert pianist. In 1986 he entered the priesthood,
becoming Pere Jean-Rodolphe Kars. Since 1986, he has been Chaplain of Paray-le-Monial, a town in the
Burgundy region of France.

Kars then specialized in the works of Olivier Messiaen. Later, as a priest, he also lectured and wrote articles
on the spiritual and theological aspects of the music of the great French composer. Having begun to study
Messiaen’s music and writings as long ago as 1966, Kars credits him with playing an important role in his
eventual conversion to Catholicism and his vocation as a priest, and considers him his ‘first spiritual father’

11
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KEIJT KATSUMATA, (TOKYO, JAPAN)
(Roman Catholic)
https://blog.goo.ne.jp/f_seminario

PRESENTATION TITLE:

‘Prayer, Praise and Mystery. Gregorian chant is the source of music and the fountain of
faith’

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

ACTIVITY PROFILE
Studied Gregorian chant at the Schola Cantorum of the City of Basel Conservatory in Swit-
zerland, Einsiedeln Abbey, and the A. Wenzinger Gregorian Choir.

He has been the conductor of the St. Anselmo Gregorian Choir since 1986. He has a Swiss
Art Diploma.

He is a lecturer at Nihon University College of Art, where he teaches early music (tonal
theory). He is a modern and early music flautist.

13
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DAY 2 - SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24TH, 2024

FR. ROBERT MCTEIGUE §J

THE STATION OF THE CROSS, USA
https://heraldofthegospel.org/

PRESENTATION TITLE:
‘CHRIST THE KING: CHAMPION OF LIFE, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY’

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

ACTIVITY PROFILE

Fr. Robert McTeigue, SJ, is a member of the US Eastern Province of the

Society of Jesus. A professor of philosophy and theology, he has taught

worldwide and is known for his classes in both rhetoric and medical

ethics. He is a member of the National Ethics Committee of the Catholic

Medical Association.

His book on preaching, I Have Someone to Tell You: A Jesuit Heralds the Gospel is now
available. His latest books from Ignatius Press are Real Philosophy for Real People:
Tools for Truthful Living (2020) and Christendom Lost and Found: Meditations for a Post
Post-Christian Era (2022). He is host and producer of “The Catholic Current” via The Sta-
tion of the Cross Catholic Media Network.
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CANON RAPHAEL UEDA ICKSP

INSTITUTE OF CHRIST THE KING SOVEREIGN PRIEST
https://institute-christ-king.org/sanjose-home/

PRESENTATION TITLE:
‘Homeschooling movement in the U.S.A.’

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

ACTIVITY PROFILE

I was born in Kobe, Japan, in 1968. I studied medicine in Kyoto, the capital of Japan for
more than 1,000 years, to become a doctor. But God had other plans for me: at the age of
27, I was baptized by an Italian missionary priest in Kobe. That same year I left for Que-
bec, Canada, where I learned French, the lingua franca of the Institute of Christ the King
Sovereign Priest. Little did I know at that time that I would one day become a member

of this congregation. In 2001, I entered the Seminary of St. Philip Neri (Seminary of In-
stitute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest) in Florence, Italy. After eight years of prayer,
study and work, I was ordained as a priest by His Eminence Cardinal Raymond Burke in
Florence, Italy. It was a long journey to become a priest. After my ordination, I stayed in
Europe for a year and in 2010 I was assigned to the Royal Mission of Christ in Chicago, Illi-
nois. There I served as a deacon for two years. After two more years as an assistant parish
priest in St. Louis, I was sent to San Jose on the West Coast in 2014 to be the parish priest.
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Dr. Linda Tacorda TA (Philippines)
Teresian Association
https://institucionteresiana.org/en/

PRESENTATION TITLE:
‘Christ First - Saving Life, Marriage and the Family’

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION CONTENT

ACTIVITY PROFILE

Linda T. Tacorda holds a Ph.D in Education with specialization in Catechetics and Youth
Pastoral , Salesian Pontifical University , Rome, Italy. Held posts as Executive Secretary of
the Episcopal Commission on Catechesis and Catholic Education (1978-1979) of the Cath-
olic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines(CBCP) and as elected National President of
the Council of the Laity (2008 & 2009), CBCP.

A Professor of Catechetics in major theological seminaries: Metro Manila: Univ. of San-

to Tomas Central Seminary, Don Bosco Center of Studies; Cagayan de Oro: St. John Mary
Vianney Theological Seminary; and Jaro, Iloilo City: St.Joseph Regional Seminary and Pius
XII Catechetical Institute.

Project Consultant and Editor-in-chief of 5 catechism books, “Our Journey” series of the
Bukidnon Association of Catholic Schools, Diocese of Malaybalay (2000-2006 & 2024).
Co-author of “We Are Family” Modules on Family Ministry (T.A. 2018); “Go Into My Vine-
yard Too” Formation Guide for the Lay Folks based on Christifideles laici (2014).

A member of T.A. since 1971. .
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