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LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER
TO THE BISHOP OF JAPAN ON THE OCCASION OF THE
PASTORAL VISIT OF
CARDINAL FERNANDO FILONI,
PREFECT OF THE CONGREGATION FOR THE
EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES*
(17-26 September)

Dear brothers in the episcopate,

The pastoral visit of the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of
Peoples offers me the opportunity to convey to you my cordial greeting, recalling
our meeting during your ad Limina visit in March 2015.

I wish to confide to you that, every time I think of the Church in Japan, my
thoughts turn to the witness of the many martyrs who offered their life for the
faith. They have always had a special place in my heart: I think of Saint Paul Miki
and his companions, who were sacrificed in 1597, faithful to Christ and to the
Church; I think of the innumerable confessors of the faith, of the Blessed Justus
Takayama Ukon, who in the same period preferred poverty and the life of exile to
abjuring the name of Jesus. And what can we say of the so-called “hidden
Christians”, who from 1600 until the mid-1800s lived clandestine lives so as not
to abjure, but rather to preserve their faith and whom we recently
commemorated on the 150t anniversary of their discovery? The many martyrs
and confessors of the faith, diverse by nationality, language, social class and age,
have in common a profound love for the Son of God, renouncing their civil status
or other aspects of their social condition, “in order that [they] may gain Christ”
(Phil 3: 8).

Remembering such a spiritual heritage, it is dear to me to address you, Brothers
who have inherited and with such delicate car continue the task of
evangelisation, especially taking care of the weakest and favouring their
integration in the communities of the faithful of various origins. I wish to thank
you for this, and also for your commitment in cultural development, interreligious
dialogue and care for creation. I wish, in particular, to reflect with you on the
missionary effort of the Church in Japan. If “the Church was born catholic, that is
to say she was born ‘outward-bound’, that she was born missionary” (General
Audience, 17.9.2014). Indeed, “the love of Christ controls us” (2 Cor 5: 14),
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