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Pope Leo XIV -

Why he choose 

the name “Leo”

A person in a white robe

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/g7hcJYGwqSs


Pope Leo XIV 

explains his choice 

of name

A person wearing a white hat and glasses

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/cvgetly-2o0?feature=share


A person in a religious outfit holding a staff

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

November 10: St. Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1Gha1X95_w


Pope Leo the Great (440–461)

• Pope Leo the Great (440–461): Defender of Orthodoxy and 

Diplomatic Strength 

• Pope Leo I, called "the Great," was a 5th-century pontiff renowned 

for his theological precision and diplomatic prowess. His Tome 

was instrumental in defining Christ’s dual nature (divine and 
human) at the Council of Chalcedon (451), solidifying orthodox 

Christology. He also famously persuaded Attila the Hun to spare 

Rome, showcasing his leadership in crisis.



A person with a beard

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

St. Augustine, 

Bishop & 

Doctor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXaJf8Kn2qo


Saint Augustine (354–430)

• Saint Augustine (354–430): Theological Depth and Personal 

Conversion Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, is one of 

Christianity’s greatest theologians. His works, like Confessions 
and City of God, explore human sinfulness, divine grace, and the 

tension between earthly and heavenly cities. His personal journey 

from a life of hedonism to profound faith resonates as a model of 

conversion and introspection.



A group of men standing around a person in a white robe

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

Earliest-Born Person Ever Captured on Film. Pope Leo XIII. (1896)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IVQ-1t92hA


Complete History of Catholic Social Doctrine

A person with a black background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjKk1s0S1sI


Rerum Novarum Papal Encyclical 

Summary & Review

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RvKLYH6i4U


Pope Leo XIII (1878–1903)

• 1. Pope Leo XIII (1878–1903): Social Teaching and Intellectual 

Engagement 

• Pope Leo XIII, known as the "Pope of the Working Man," was a 

pivotal figure in modern Catholic social teaching. His encyclical 

Rerum Novarum (1891) addressed the challenges of 

industrialization, advocating for workers’ rights, fair wages, and 
the dignity of labor while rejecting unchecked capitalism and 

socialism. He emphasized the Church’s role in engaging with 
modern society, promoting Thomistic philosophy to reconcile faith 

and reason.



Transform Your Life 

with Pope Leo XIII's 

Powerful Message -

Bishop Barron

A person in a robe

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/SxWK5krMeU8?feature=share


Subsidiarity  - Catholic Social Teaching

A white rectangular card with blue text and orange and blue text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NiRA6DL_CM


Catholic Social Teaching: Subsidiarity 

- CAFOD



Key Points of Rerum Novarum 
Rerum Novarum is a foundational document of Catholic social teaching, addressing the conditions of the 
working class during the Industrial Revolution. A good video overview would likely highlight:

• Human Dignity and Labor: Pope Leo XIII emphasizes the dignity of workers, rejecting the exploitation 
prevalent in industrial societies. He cites Jesus as “the carpenter, the son of Mary” to affirm the honor of 
labor.

• Private Property: The encyclical defends private property as a natural right, rooted in human nature and divine 
law, while condemning socialism’s push to abolish it

• Rejection of Extremes: It critiques both unregulated capitalism, which leads to worker exploitation, and 
socialism, which undermines personal freedom and family structure.

• Workers’ Rights: It supports the right to form unions, just wages, and safe working conditions, advocating for 
cooperation between labor and capital.

• Role of the State and Church: The state should promote justice through limited intervention, while the Church 
teaches moral principles to ensure class harmony.

• Moral Virtue: Leo stresses that moral virtue is central to a just society, calling for charity and justice to 
address poverty



Pope Leo XIII teachings and warnings 

on Free Masonry

• Pope Leo XIII, who served as pope from 1878 to 1903, issued 

significant teachings and warnings about Freemasonry, viewing it 

as a threat to the Catholic Church and societal order. His most 

prominent contribution on this topic is the encyclical Humanum 

Genus (1884), which specifically addresses Freemasonry and its 

perceived dangers. 



Historical Context

• Freemasonry in the 19th Century: During Leo XIII’s pontificate, Freemasonry 
was influential in Europe, particularly in Italy, France, and Latin America. It 
was often associated with liberal, anti-clerical movements that supported 
secular governments and opposed the Church’s temporal power, especially 
after the loss of the Papal States in 1870.

• Church-State Tensions: The unification of Italy and the decline of the 
Church’s political authority heightened papal concerns about Freemasonry, 
which was seen as a driving force behind anti-Catholic policies, such as the 
suppression of religious orders and confiscation of Church property.

• Cultural Climate: The rise of Enlightenment ideals, rationalism, and 
secularism in the 19th century alarmed the Church, and Leo XIII viewed 
Freemasonry as a vehicle for these ideologies, which he believed threatened 
Christian civilization.



Key Teachings and Warnings on Freemasonry

• Freemasonry as a Naturalistic Ideology:

• In Humanum Genus, Leo XIII condemned Freemasonry as a secret society 
promoting a naturalistic worldview that excludes God and divine revelation. He 
argued that Freemasonry’s principles were rooted in rationalism and secularism, 
which he saw as undermining Christian faith and morality.

• He described Freemasonry as advocating a "natural religion" that denies the 
supernatural, reducing religion to human reason and rejecting the authority of the 
Church.

• Opposition to Church Authority:

• Leo XIII accused Freemasonry of seeking to weaken or destroy the Catholic 
Church’s influence. He claimed that Masonic lodges promoted secular governance 
and the separation of church and state, which he viewed as contrary to the Church’s 
role in guiding moral and social life.

• He warned that Freemasonry aimed to replace Christian institutions with secular 
ones, eroding the Church’s ability to shape education, marriage, and public policy.



Key Teachings and Warnings on Freemasonry

• Moral and Social Dangers:
• The encyclical highlighted Freemasonry’s alleged promotion of moral relativism and indifference to 

religion, which Leo XIII believed led to societal decay. He argued that by rejecting absolute moral truths, 
Freemasonry encouraged vice and weakened the family and community.

• He expressed concern about the secrecy of Masonic lodges, which he saw as fostering conspiracies 
against legitimate authority, both ecclesiastical and civil.

• Specific Practices and Goals:
• Leo XIII criticized Freemasonry’s secretive oaths and rituals, which he viewed as incompatible with 

Christian transparency and loyalty to God. He believed these oaths bound members to prioritize lodge 
allegiance over moral or religious duties.

• He accused Freemasonry of working to establish a secular state, free from religious influence, and 
promoting policies like public education devoid of Catholic teaching, which he saw as a direct attack on 
the Church’s mission.

• Call to Action:
• Leo XIII urged Catholics to resist Freemasonry by deepening their faith, adhering to Church teachings, 

and avoiding membership in Masonic organizations. He emphasized the importance of Catholic 
education and the formation of strong Christian communities to counter Masonic influence.

• He encouraged bishops and clergy to educate the faithful about the dangers of Freemasonry and to 
promote devotion to the Sacred Heart and the Blessed Virgin Mary as spiritual antidotes.



Theological Perspective

• Leo XIII’s warnings were rooted in his commitment to the Church’s divine 
mission and the defense of objective truth. He saw Freemasonry’s emphasis 
on human reason and tolerance of all religions as a form of indifferentism, 
which he condemned as incompatible with Catholic doctrine.

• His teachings reflect a broader concern with modernity’s drift toward 
secularism, a theme also evident in his encyclicals like Aeterni Patris (1879), 
which promoted Thomistic philosophy to counter rationalist philosophies.

• Modern Relevance
• While Humanum Genus remains a definitive Catholic statement on Freemasonry, the 

Church’s stance has evolved. The 1983 Code of Canon Law (Canon 1374) does not 
explicitly mention Freemasonry but prohibits Catholics from joining societies that plot 
against the Church. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (1983) clarified that 
Masonic membership remains incompatible with Catholic faith due to its principles, 
though the tone of recent Church documents is less confrontational than in Leo XIII’s 
era.



Key Documents Beyond Humanum Genus

• Apostolic Letter Custodi di Quella Fede (1892): Leo XIII reiterated 

warnings against Freemasonry, particularly in Italy, where he saw 

it as a force behind anti-clerical movements. He called on 

Catholics to remain vigilant and loyal to the Church.

• Other Encyclicals and Letters: In documents like Inimica Vis 

(1892), he addressed Italian bishops, linking Freemasonry to 

efforts to secularize society and urging resistance through faith 

and Catholic action.



The War of Antichrist with the Church and 

Christian Civilization 

by Monsignor George F. Dillon, D.D., an Irish 

priest

• Author and Context: Monsignor George F. Dillon, an Irish Catholic 
priest and missionary, delivered a series of lectures in 1884 at 
Edinburgh, later compiled into the book The War of Antichrist with the 
Church and Christian Civilization. This work detailed the perceived 
dangers of Freemasonry, aligning closely with Pope Leo XIII’s views as 
expressed in his encyclical Humanum Genus (1884), which 
condemned Freemasonry as a naturalistic and anti-Catholic force

• Content: Dillon’s book describes Freemasonry as a 
coordinated effort to undermine the Catholic Church 
and Christian society, echoing Leo XIII’s concerns 
about its promotion of secularism, naturalism, and 
anti-clericalism. It draws on historical and 
contemporary examples, particularly in Europe, 
where Freemasonry was seen as a driver of 
revolutionary and anti-Catholic movements.



The War of Antichrist with the Church and 

Christian Civilization 

by Monsignor George F. Dillon, D.D., an 

Irish priest

• Translation into Italian: Historical accounts indicate that Pope Leo XIII was
highly supportive of Dillon’s work. Recognizing its alignment with his
teachings in Humanum Genus, he reportedly ordered its translation into Italian
to ensure its dissemination among Italian Catholics, where Freemasonry was a
significant concern due to its influence in the newly unified Italy. This
translation was published in Rome in 1885 under the title La Massoneria
Smascherata ("Freemasonry Unmasked"). While direct documentation of Leo
XIII personally ordering the translation is scarce, sources suggest his approval
and encouragement of the book’s distribution in Italy, reflecting his desire to
educate the faithful about Freemasonry’s dangers

• Papal Recognition: Leo XIII’s support is further evidenced by his conferral of
the title "Apostolic Missionary" on Dillon, a rare honor indicating papal favor.
Additionally, Dillon dedicated the Italian translation to Leo XIII, and the book’s
preface acknowledges the pope’s encouragement, suggesting his implicit
endorsement of its content and dissemination



COMPENDIUM

OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

COMPENDIUM

OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE

OF THE CHURCH

TO HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II

MASTER OF SOCIAL DOCTRINE AND

EVANGELICAL WITNESS

TO JUSTICE AND PEACE

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html


A person in a black shirt
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The Devil, Western Civilization, Catholics & Social Media

- 10 Questions with Fr. Steve Grunow

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQr0eeUSBsY


The Good the Church Does

- Iona Inatitute

A group of women in a hospital

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2M5WPLR8sA


Pope Leo XIV 

- Dissertation

A person in a black robe
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https://x.com/i/status/1927379279496577372


A Pope Leo XIV inspired by Leo XIII would likely

• Champion social justice, addressing contemporary issues like 

economic inequality, automation’s impact on labor, and 
environmental concerns (building on Laudato Si’ themes).
• Promote intellectual rigor, encouraging Catholic scholars to 

engage with modern science, technology, and philosophy, 

possibly advocating for ethical AI development or digital equity.

• Issue encyclicals that balance tradition with progress, urging 

global cooperation on issues like climate change or migration 

while defending human dignity.



A Pope Leo XIV inspired by Leo the Great 

would:

• Defend core Christian doctrines against modern ideological 

challenges, such as relativism or secular humanism, with clear, 

accessible teachings.

• Act as a global mediator, engaging world leaders to resolve 

conflicts, promote peace, and address humanitarian crises, much 

like Leo’s negotiations with Attila.
• Emphasize the Church’s universal mission, fostering unity among 

diverse Christian communities while countering schisms or 

cultural divisions.



A Pope Leo XIV inspired by Augustine would:

• Emphasize personal and communal conversion, calling Catholics 

to deepen their spiritual lives through prayer, repentance, and 

sacraments.

• Address the moral complexities of the modern world, drawing on 

Augustine’s insights into human nature to tackle issues like 
addiction, mental health, or societal polarization.

• Promote a vision of the Church as a "city of God," prioritizing 

eternal truths over fleeting cultural trends, while encouraging 

dialogue with secular society.



Pope Leo XIV’s Hypothetical Pontificate
Vision and Leadership Style:

• Name Choice: By choosing "Leo XIV," this pope would signal continuity with Leo XIII’s social 
engagement and Leo the Great’s doctrinal clarity, while embodying Augustine’s introspective 
spirituality.

• Encyclicals: He might issue documents like:

• Dignitas Futura (The Dignity of the Future), addressing ethical challenges in technology, AI, and 
bioethics, inspired by Leo XIII’s engagement with modernity.

• Fides Aeterna (Eternal Faith), reinforcing core doctrines in a relativistic age, echoing Leo the Great’s 
Tome.

• Cor Convertatur (Let the Heart Be Converted), urging personal and societal renewal, inspired by 
Augustine’s Confessions.

• Global Impact: Leo XIV would likely travel extensively, following Leo XIII’s model of engaging the world, 
to address crises like poverty, war, or climate change. His diplomatic efforts would mirror Leo the 
Great’s bold leadership, while his homilies would draw on Augustinian themes of grace and 
redemption.

• Pastoral Approach: He would combine Augustine’s focus on personal transformation with Leo XIII’s 
social outreach, perhaps launching initiatives to support mental health, education, and interfaith 
dialogue.



Pope Leo XIV’s Hypothetical Pontificate
Vision and Leadership Style:

• Global Impact: Leo XIV would likely travel extensively, following 

Leo XIII’s model of engaging the world, to address crises like 
poverty, war, or climate change. His diplomatic efforts would 

mirror Leo the Great’s bold leadership, while his homilies would 
draw on Augustinian themes of grace and redemption.

• Pastoral Approach: He would combine Augustine’s focus on 
personal transformation with Leo XIII’s social outreach, perhaps 
launching initiatives to support mental health, education, and 

interfaith dialogue.



Conclusion

• Pope Leo XIV, inspired by Pope Leo XIII, Pope 

Leo the Great, and Saint Augustine, would be 
a pontiff of intellectual depth, social 
conscience, and spiritual renewal.

• He would defend timeless truths while 

engaging modern challenges, calling the 
faithful to conversion and the world to justice. 

• His pontificate would bridge the 5th-century 
vigor of Leo the Great, the 19th-century 

relevance of Leo XIII, and the timeless 
wisdom of Augustine, making him a 

transformative figure for the 21st-century 
Church.
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